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Covid-19 Official Newsletter n°2
Dear hospitaliers,
Dear friends,
In the last letter on Covid - 19, published about ten days ago, I called for a mobilisation of everyone to
help the Sanctuary, to welcome the pilgrims, despite the cancellation of several pilgrimages.
Then within a few days, the situation changed completely.
For the first time in its history, the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes is closed.
No pilgrims are allowed to visit the site of the Grotto, but continuous prayer has been set up in several
languages, by our Rector and the Chaplains and is broadcast live on the Sanctuary's website.
The offices of the Hospitalité Notre-Dame de Lourdes (HNDL) also
closed their doors until further notice on Tuesday March 17th at 12
noon. But you can continue to send messages to Martine, Marie-Paule
and Emmanuelle for they are continuing their mission by working from
home. .
The reopening of HNDL, its self-service restaurant and the
accommodation centres for the 2020 season, scheduled for April 1st, is
postponed until Monday May 4th at the earliest.
It will all depend on the evolution of the epidemic in France and around
the world….
There is a strong possibility that the start of the season, and therefore
the reopening of HNDL, will again be delayed.
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COVID—19 n°2 (continued)
Message de notre aumônier général
My dear Hospitalières and Hospitaliers.

Good day to everyone! I am writing to you on this the 25 March, the feast of the Annunciation. Here,
in Lourdes, we remember the 16th apparition, the day when Mary revealed her name to Bernadette: “I
am the Immaculate Conception”.
When it comes to “understanding” Mary’s significance in the history of salvation, we need to turn to
the magisterium of the Church. On the other hand, if it is a question of our love for Mary, our thoughts
should be with the holy and faithful People of God. And it is in contemplating the holy and faithful
People of God in the Hospitalité family that I am bold enough to share these few reflections with you.
 The Immaculate Conception is the profound soul of Mary of Nazareth, given to her through a
grace from the Passion of her Son.
 The Immaculate Conception is the proclamation of God’s plan, a plan that nothing and no-one will
henceforth be able to thwart.
 The Immaculate Conception is the affirmation that what has come to fruition in this woman will
also come to fruition in every person in history, because Mary is our sister in humanity.
 The Immaculate Conception is the door of hope, always wide open for all those who despair, who
are hurt, the marginalised, and those bruised and dented by life.
The Immaculate Conception is heaven on earth, or, more exactly, the earth which has already made its
assumption on earth.
Thank you for all that you do, but, above all, for the way that you do it.
P. Horacio Brito
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What can I do when I'm confined to my home?
How can I be a missionary at home?
I can be active in prayer.
To pray is to live, to build a relationship with God. Today, in the solitude of my confinement, I can pray
for my family, my neighbour, my hospitalier friends, for the whole world.
My prayer has no limits. It soothes me and restores my desire, enthusiasm and ardour.
Pope Francis reminds us:
"Without prolonged moments of worship, of prayerful encounter with the Word, of sincere dialogue with
the Lord, tasks easily become devoid of all meaning, we grow weak because of fatigue and difficulties,
and our fervour is extinguished”
Thanks to the "continuous prayer" conducted in the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes from morning to
night by the Rector and all the Chaplains, Lourdes remains a place of prayer for the world, in the heart of
the world, prayer to the Immaculate One who never ceases to protect all those who call upon her .
"It is an impulse of the heart, it is a simple gaze cast towards Heaven, it is a cry of gratitude and as
deeply rooted in our trials as well as our joys ; finally it is something great, supernatural that expands
my soul and unites me with Jesus," says Saint Theresa of Lisieux.
This epidemic that the world is experiencing, we will naturally overcome it. I even believe that positive
consequences will come out of it in terms of unity, humility, availability and also spirituality.
You can count on me to send you a regular newsletter that will give you updates and news of our
Hospitality and our Sanctuary.
Looking forward to the joy of meeting you in Lourdes, to continue our beautiful mission of welcoming
the most fragile, under the gaze of Mary, I address you the assurance of my friendship and my
dedication
Take care of yourselves. Let us pray for each other. And may your journey towards Easter be a beautiful
one !
Our Lady of Lourdes, our Sister and our Mother, our confidante and our support in times of trial,
we pray to you.
Daniel PEZET
President of HNDL
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