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Covid-19 Official Newsletter n°3
Dear hospitaliers,
Dear friends,
It is not easy to give information when so many questions remain unanswered, while the epidemic is still far from being
defeated. But it is important to wait in expectation, it is natural that we should miss Lourdes and the service of the most fragile.
You will therefore find in these pages, some indications, deductions or personal impressions but unfortunately, and you will
understand, nothing specific or certain about the life of the Hospitality in the coming months.
What will be the Opening date of the Sanctuary and Hospitalite?
Questions from hospitaliers regarding the opening of the HNDL are very frequent and very natural.
The opening of the Hospitalite Notre Dame de Lourdes was initially scheduled for April 1 and has been postponed to May 4,
2020.
But given the extension of confinement until May 10 inclusive, we will naturally not open the Hospitalite, restaurant and
accommodation on May 4 and probably not throughout the month of May.
Taking into account the latest declaration by the Head of State, my understanding is that, in fact, “deconfinement” will be
progressive and that places of assembly will remain closed.
It is therefore impossible today to know the reopening date of the Sanctuary, the precise way in which this will happen
and, therefore, the reopening date for the Hospitalité.
I spoke about this today with Monseigneur Hérouard, Monseigneur Ribadeau-Dumas and the Watch Commitee.
Many questions are unanswered and we still have to wait for the details of the way out of the confinement that our Prime
Minister will give us within the next two weeks.
However, I think I can say:
1) The second half of May will be a closed period for the Sanctuary and Hospitalité.
If the Sanctuary is authorized to open in June, it will be in in a limited fashion, similar to that authorized by the Prefect for two
days (March 15th and 16th 2020) before total confinement was introduced.
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Reminder: The entire south bank of the Gave (Grotto side) was inaccessible to pilgrims (including the fountains).
Only the St Joseph Gate was open. Pilgrims were only allowed to cross the "military bridge" in front of the
Accueil Notre Dame to reach the garden of meditation facing the Grotto and the chapels of light. Finally, their
presence in the Sanctuary was limited to not more than 15 minutes.
2) No large gathering is likely to be authorized before mid-July.
3) No welcome of sick pilgrims at the station or at the airport is likely to be organized in June and possibly in
July.
4) The Accueils will be empty in June and possibly in July.
5) The baths will not open until the end of the epidemic.
What missions for Hospitaliers in June and July?
Our mission will remain welcoming pilgrims.
Hospitaliers could find themselves entrusted with :
- managing the flow of pilgrims in the Sanctuary (especially groups and individuals);
- providing information for pilgrims;
- organising the “Geste de l’Eau” (Gesture of Water);
- monitoring access to the fountains (if this is indeed authorised);
- any other mission given by the Rector.
Besides, we are both pilgrims and servants. This is why, if opportunities to welcome prove to be few in June (and
perhaps in July) for the volunteer hospitaliers present, a pilgrimage could be offered to them in conjunction with
our Chaplain General and the Formation service (a reminder of the message of Lourdes, Stations of the Cross, à la
carte programme, visits, worship time ...). In short, a great opportunity to deepen our spirituality.
Finally, it will be advisable to remind all our hospitalier colleagues of the numerous postponements of pilgrimages
from summer to autumn! This will lead us to transfer our efforts to the months of September, October and
November. Depending on ever yone' s availability, we must give priority to these three months. The 2020
season will end on December 8.
So that, dear friends, is what I can write today. Thank you for spreading this Letter as far as you can around our
hospitalier friends. Information must circulate and any news from Lourdes is valuable.
Be assured of my friendship and devotion.
United in prayer
Daniel PEZET President,
HNDL

Message from our Chaplain General
My dear Hospitalières and Hospitaliers,
May I take advantage of this Newsletter to let you know that every day I bring to the Grotto the
intentions of all hospitaliers around the world.
Indeed, every day at 2:30 p.m. I pray the rosary at the Grotto in Spanish. For now, I am the only chaplain who speaks Spanish.
You should know that, as I pray the rosary, in the intentions of each day I add in a special way the
HNDL.
What is more on Saturday 18th at 10 a.m. when I celebrated Mass at the Grotto, in French, the intention
was HNDL and of course, I added the list of all the deceased hospitaliers.
With all my heart I send a (virus-free) embrace to you all.
P. Horacio Brito

Thanks to our Rector
and all the chaplains !
Through their uninterrupted prayer
at the Grotto from morning till night,
they carry us and help us to get
through this painful period.
Each day they place at the feet of
Mary thousands of prayer intentions.
Thanks to them, the Sanctuary
remains alive.

« The Lord has taken them by the hand »
Service Sainte Bernadette
The mother of Véronique CAVALIER
The brother of Sergio PETITTI
Service Marie Saint Frai
The mother of Marie-Françoise
LEFEBVRE
Service Notre Dame
Jeannine BENZONI
Service Saint Jean Baptiste
Ana GALLEGO
Gianna ALCHIERI, mother of Marco
MARCONI
Diana TRONCO MOLASCHI
The father of Bernadette ABAYA
Service Saint Michel
Roger DUGAS
The mother of Bernard GROLLIER
The brother of Pierre PERROMAT

Service Saint Joseph
Mariano CIMMINO
Alain DUVAL
Enzo GARUCCIO
Aristide IMPARATO
Pierre LAVIE , husband of Elisabeth
LAVIE of Service Notre-Dame, father and
father-in-law of François and Bénédicte
LAVIE of Saint-Joseph and Sainte Bernadette services
Arnaldo (Aldo) MENATO
Paul MORARD
Fr Stefano CORONESE (“foulard blanc”
scouting fraternity)
Giovanni TARASCONI (“foulard blanc”
scouting fraternity)
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