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Lettre d’information n°5
«Return to Lourdes»

Dear friends and Hospitaliers,
The Hospitality of Our Lady of Lourdes has been open again since June 9th.
What great joy!
The joy of being in Lourdes;
The joy of finding oneself in service once more;
The joy of being a Pilgrim
Of course, the Sanctuary has not reached the attendance figures of a typical July or August, but it is alive again
because the pilgrims are coming back (about 10,000 a day).
Small pilgrimages are coming to Lourdes for one or two days. These are often delegations from diocesan
hospitalités, who have come to make an e-pilgrimage, connected via the internet with their sick pilgrim friends
back home.
And finally, once again we are hearing languages other than French in the corridors of the Hospitality. What a
consolation to meet again our brothers and sisters in Hospitality and rediscover the international character of our
family.
Our missions are less numerous but all focused on welcoming pilgrims. The "new" celebration of the gesture of
water, is a great success. It enables us to open up the plateau and the inside of the baths.
We are back in our place, at the service of the pilgrims and the Sanctuary.
To return to Lourdes is to give a new ener gy to our Chr istian life, that is to say to our spir itual r elationship
with God and our brothers.
To return to Lourdes is to know that we will be moved each day by a meaningful encounter , maybe mor e
than one, with a pilgrim or a Hospitalier.
To return to Lourdes is to be filled to over flowing with gr ace.
At the heart of the tragedy which the whole world is going through there are dazzling signs of God's Love, present
in our midst. We have all witnessed in recent months magnificent gestures of brotherhood.
As the Pontifical Academy recently put it, "A ny form of concern, any expression of benevolence is a victory of the
Risen One. It is the responsibility of Christians to bear witness to this."
With all my friendship and the assurance of my devotion.
United in prayer.
Daniel Pezet
Président de l’Hospitalité Notre-Dame de Lourdes
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A word from the Secretary General.
« That is not necessary. »
That is how the Lady responds when Bernadette hands her a notepad for her to write
down her name. Trustingly, the Apparition thinks that she will be identified by the content of her message, which Bernadette will convey, according to her plan.
And indeed, a good part of the population of Lourdes and the surrounding area will
quickly identify the Virgin Mary in the person whom Bernadette sees in the grotto. But
three weeks after the fortnight of apparitions, the whole business has stalled, the message blocked by
the caution of Father Peyramale.
So A queró decides to intervene. She gives her messenger the words which will enable her to be identified and the message to be authenticated.
But these words will have an incomparable resonance and reach.
And they are the theme of pilgrimages this year 2020 and in the year 2021.
So let us seize our opportunity, to be able to listen to the Rector, our Chaplain General, and the chaplains of the Sanctuary, as they enlighten us on the riches contained in these words: « QUE SOY ERA
IMMACULADA COUNCEPCIOU ».
We will see that the Immaculate Conception is not the object of our pilgrimages, but a dazzling beacon
to guide us on our path to Christ.
Etienne Boichut

135 years ago, the handing out of the first insignia
In the September 1885 issue, the Annals summarised the events that marked
the birth of The Hospitality of Our Lady of Lourdes.
The Most Reverend Father Sempé, Superior of the Missionaries of the Immaculate Conception, held a first meeting in the Crypt on August 19th 1885.
He recalled the great work of the Redemption and the teachings of the Virgin
at the Grotto and addressed the recipients, saying to them at the end:

« You gentlemen will go further into the intimacy of Our Lady of Lourdes...
Appear before the world with unblemished conduct and boundless charity,
devoting yourself with simplicity; with love for the health of the body
and, above all, for the redemption of the soul.
And so, under this medal of Our Lady of Lourdes that I will lay on
your breasts, will always beat a big heart, a humble and generous
heart».
Seven were admitted. They were the Council.
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Every week one or more « engagements »

17 juin
25 juin

8 juillet
1er juillet

22 juillet

15 juillet

29 juillet
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Assorted Information
Subscriptions (« Cotisations ») :
A big thank you to all the Hospitaliers who have already paid their cotisation (annual subscription).
The opening of the Hospitalité (accommodation and self-service restaurant) at the beginning of June when the number of Hospitaliers was very
small will result in a sizeable deficit at the end of the year.
While being careful in our management, profitability cannot be our goal.
If all Hospitaliers pay their dues in 2020, our financial situation should not be too dire.
Thank you for continuing the effort that others have undertaken !

Accommodation rates :
The HNDL Bureau has proposed and adopted this change to the accommodation rates :
Any Hospitalier, regardless of his duties
and status, will be able to benefit from
free accommodation from the 11th night
onwards.
This measure will enable us to establish
greater fairness and will encourage longerterm service for Hospitaliers who wish to do
so, but who are held back by the cost of accommodation.

Relevé d’Identité Bancaire
Titulaire
Hospitalité N D de Lourdes
Domiciliation
SG Lourdes (02051)
2 PL Peyramale
65104 Lourdes
IBAN: FR76 3000 3020 5100 0372 6017 768
BIC-ADRESSE SWIFT: SOGEFRPP
Référence bancaire
Code Banque Code guichet N° de compte
30003
02051
00037260177

Clé RIB
68

Small ads:
Our website http://hospitalite-nd-lourdes.com is currently rather neglected. Due to a shortage of time, I
have preferred newsletters and the occasional posting on the Facebook page. But it's a shame that we
can’t make better use of this tool. That is why, if any Hospitalier or Hospitalière with expertise in
JOOMLA (the content management system) can help me by keeping an eye on the website and
updating it regularly I would be especially happy…
I would be really grateful if anyone with the necessary skill and the time to spare could get in touch
with me on : pdt.hndl65@orange.fr
Daniel Pezet
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Celebrating the gesture of water
For health & safety reasons and to respect physical and social
distancing, bathing is still not possible. But since J uly 24th,
pilgrims are once again being welcomed in the Baths.
They are invited to answer Mary’s request
to « Go drink at the spring and wash
yourself there ».
The St John the Baptist Service offers them
firstly, on the plateau piscines in front of the
Baths, a short celebration that combines a reminder of the
Message of Lourdes, some singing, prayer and recitation of
the rosary.
After that they are invited to enter the baths, individually or
with their family, to entrust their intentions to the Virgin Mary and make the
"water gesture". They then receive a little water in the palm of their hands to
drink and wash.

Do we know our Sanctuary?
A chapel is dedicated to him under the ramp on the south side but ….
… Who is Saint Pascal Baylon (+ 1592) ?
Pascal was born in the region of Aragon in Spain, into a family of very modest farmers. During his
childhood, while looking after the sheep, he immersed himself with delight in
silent prayer that gave him the desire to devote himself to God. But not being
accepted into religious life because of his lack of education, he positioned himself as a shepherd near the monastery so he could participate in the services, at
least from a distance, whenever the bell rang. Eventually, he was able to enter
the Franciscans as a lay brother and he fulfilled the role of door-keeper. He
radiated kindness and gentleness towards all those who showed up at the door
of the monastery. Many people for this reason came to ask him for guidance,
even preachers who believed that his theology was not that of an intellectual
but came from the heart. Abused by the Huguenots during a mission in France
which was then torn apart by the wars of religion, he forgave them by saying
that it was to serve God that they had treated him in this way. He drew his strength from his fervour
for the Eucharist and spent long hours in silent adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. After his
death, miracles multiplied on his grave.
Pope Leo XIII appointed him patron of Eucharistic Congresses.

« We shall never know all the good
that a simple smile can do »
Saint Teresa of Calcutta
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A Prayer for Hospitalières et Hospitaliers
Lord we thank You
for having called us and sent us in to Hospitality,
to be with our brothers and sisters, who are often injured by life.
Keep us in the joy of serving them and serving You.
Grant that, with all members of Hospitalities,
we may remain united by Your Love
Look, we pray you, kindly on Your sick, wounded children,
poor, lonely or seeking You,
that we will serve in Your name today.
Inspire our actions and words,
so that we can bear witness to, and live with simplicity,
the love shown by Your death on the Cross
and the forgiveness You offer to everyone.
Grant that we may live the service asked of us with humility and generosity,
so that our actions may help pilgrims to pray fervently.
Help us to offer pilgrims silence at the Grotto
and delicacy in our service at the Baths.
O Mary, our Mother, Immaculate Conception,
Grant that we may meet our brothers and sisters, pilgrims or visitors,
with the gentleness and the smile that you showed to Bernadette.
And that in his image we may be able to bear witness to the grace of
Lourdes
This prayer is offered by Etienne Boichut, Secretary General of the HNDL.
It was enriched by the Rector, Monsignor Olivier Ribadeau-Dumas, and approved by Monsignor
Antoine Hérouard, Apostolic Delegate for the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes.

« The Lord has taken them by the hand »
Notre Dame Service

Saint Michael Service

Nicole VIAL

The son of Jean-Pierre

Madeleine GINEFRI

VANDERSPIEGELEN

Marie-Noëlle HENNION

Cédric, the cousin of Jean-Marie SIRE

Paule ROUCHON
Emilio Gallego and Angel Caballero, uncles
of Maria Teresa GALLEGO

Saint Joseph Service

Saint John the Baptist Service

Oliver DORGAN

Carmen HOLZHAUSER

Emile OFFREDI

Maria TORT

Jean-Paul VIGUIE

Maria NOTO

The sister of Francis HILLEN

Monique DUPONT

Dario, the father of Marco MARTINENGO

The husband of Conception FERRER

Edith, the sister of Edwin SARAMOSING

The brother of Maria Francesca
The mother of Anna HERRON

Laetitia, the niece of Michel and Marie-Hélène
CHATAGNON of the Saint-Joseph and
Notre-Dame Services

The father of Perrine PRUNET-FOCH

Alain, the father of Brother Lionel

Saint Frai Service

GENTRIC

TONCI OTTIERI

Anthony CARR

Elizabeth CHEVALLIER
Thérèse de HONNAVILLE
« Remember that when you leave this earth You take with you nothing that you have received,
only what you have given »
Saint Francis of Assisi
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